
Québec*
The recent media focus on various types of violence experienced by Indigenous women and girls has 

made a significant contribution to raising awareness in Québec. More specifically, it has highlighted 

major sex-based discrimination issues, and the specific vulnerability of Indigenous women.

Quebec

In recent years, Québec has taken action to shed 

light on and address these issues. On August 9, 

2016, following the creation of the National Inquiry 

into Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women and 

Girls (NIMMIWG) at the federal level, the Québec 

government mandated the commission to investigate 

and report on systemic causes of violence against 

Indigenous women and girls in Québec and make 

recommendations for concrete and sustainable 

actions that can be put in place to prevent situations 

of violence. This mandate allowed the NIMMIWG 

commissioners to conduct their work in areas under 

Québec’s jurisdiction.

In addition, on December 21, 2016, the Québec 

government established the Commission d’enquête 

sur les relations entre les Autochtones et certains 

services publics au Québec (the Viens Commission) 

following allegations of sexual offences and violence 

committed by police officers in Val-d’Or against 

Indigenous women in circumstances of vulnerability.

On June 3, 2019, the NIMMIWG released its final 

report, applicable to all governments, and a specific 

report containing 21 recommendations for Québec. 

A few months later, on September 30, the Viens 

Commission filed its own report, containing 142 

recommendations. The government immediately 

committed to implement the recommendations. A 

process that meets the priorities of the Indigenous 

communities and takes into account the specific 

context in Québec has been set up to prioritize 

and implement the recommendations of the two 

inquiry commissions.

The Québec government is resolved, first, to combat 

various factors of vulnerability affecting Indigenous 

women and girls and, second, to promote full 

empowerment to allow them to contribute fully 

to the development of the communities and other 

environments of which they form an essential part. 

Québec can, in particular, cite the following 

achievements:

 � The release, in June 2017, of the Government 

Action Plan for the Social and Cultural Development 

of the First Nations and Inuit 2017-202249 which 

contains 26 measures to benefit Indigenous 

women and girls.  

*Québec supports the shared objective of combating violence against Indigenous women and girls and, as indicated in this section, is 

implementing its own actions in its areas of jurisdiction. Québec also supports the idea of a pan-Canadian action plan, provided it is drawn up 

with input from all partners.
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One of its key aims is to improve living 

conditions for Indigenous women. 

Specific measures address the following 

issues: sexual assault and spousal and 

family violence, complementarity 

between women and men as regards 

economic empowerment and social and 

political leadership.

 � The creation of an Indigenous women’s 

working committee, bringing together 

organizations defending the rights of 

First Nations women and Inuit women 

in Nunavik and various government 

departments and bodies, with the goal of 

promoting joint action on issues specific to 

Indigenous women.

 � A measure in the 2018 budget to provide 

$14.4 million in funding for measures 

to combat spousal and family violence 

affecting the First Nations and Inuit. 

Several partnership agreements have 

been signed with Indigenous partners to 

support projects to raise awareness and 

prevent spousal and family violence.

 � A measure in the 2020 budget to provide 

$200 million over five years to implement 

the recommendations of the two inquiry 

commissions. Meetings with Indigenous 

chiefs and representatives have led to 

agreement on sixteen actions concerning, 

in particular, culturally-secure approaches 

in the health and social services system, 

improved training and methods for 

Indigenous police forces, awareness 

training on Indigenous realities for public 

service employees, the justice system, 

assistance for the victims of crime, the 

prevention of violence against Indigenous 

women and families, and an awareness-

raising campaign to fight racism and 

discrimination against Indigenous people. 

Other measures will be announced before 

the end of 2021.

 � The tabling in the National Assembly, on 

December 9, 2020, of Bill 79, An Act to 

authorize the communication of personal 

information to the families of Indigenous 

children who went missing or died after 

being admitted to an institution. The Bill is 

a response to call for justice no. 20 in the 

NIMMIWG report.

The Québec government sees Indigenous 

women as playing an essential role. They not 

only constitute, within their communities, a 

vulnerable group whose living conditions must 

be improved, but they are also social anchors 

for both their families and their communities, 

and this role must receive recognition. They 

offer enormous potential for change, which 

must be encouraged. The Québec government 

will continue to implement the NIMMIWG 

recommendations as part of the process it has 

established with its Indigenous partners, and 

will deploy a range of actions connected with 

prevention and intervention in the area of 

violence against Indigenous women and girls. 

Québec is determined to improve the living 

conditions and meet the specific needs of 

Indigenous women in Québec.

Ian Lafrenière

Ministre responsable des Affaires autochtones

2



Schedule
Public Inquiry Commission On Relations 

Between Indigenous Peoples And Certain 

Public Services In Québec And National 

Inquiry Into Missing And Murdered 

Indigenous Women And Girls

Measures announced on May 21, 2021 by the Québec 

government. An amount of $200 million has been 

allocated by the Québec government to respond to 

the calls for action made by the two commissions of 

inquiry. Other announcements will follow.

Measures

Implementation of culturally-secure approaches in 

the health and social services sector, working with 

partners 

Support for the implementation of two pilot projects 

for housing centres for Indigenous students (measure 

enriched in December 2020)

Intervention and training for Indigenous police forces 

in the area of domestic violence, sexual assault and 

intra-family violence

Cooperation, support and reinforcement for 

Indigenous police forces 

Increased access to the First Nation Basic program in 

police patrolling for aspiring police officers hired by 

Indigenous police forces

Increased access to professional upgrading programs 

at the École nationale de police du Québec for more 

Indigenous police officers

Hiring of Indigenous liaison officers at the office of the 

Police Ethics Commissioner and the Laboratoire de 

science judiciaire et de médecine légale

Development and dispensing of training programs for 

correctional services employees

Financial support for prevention and intervention 

projects, organized by and for Indigenous women and 

girls, in connection with sexual exploitation and other 

forms of sexual violence

Development of specific modules on key issues 

to improve general online training on Indigenous 

realities for government employees in the public and 

parapublic sectors

Creation of an awareness-raising campaign to combat 

racism and discrimination against Indigenous people

Funding and support for the development of adapted 

interventions by CAVACs in Indigenous communities 

to ensure culturally relevant and secure services for 

victims of crime

Agreements with Indigenous organizations to train, 

accredit and hire Indigenous-language interpreters for 

the courts 

Funding for parajudicial advisors (new agreements, 

improved conditions and increased remuneration)
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